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Career to date

August 2009-
Independent researcher, writer and teacher.  
2011-
Research Associate, Countryside and Community Research Institute (www.ccri.ac.uk) 
2010-
Honorary University Fellow, Centre for Rural Policy Research, University of Exeter (www.centres.exeter.ac.uk/crpr)   
2009- 
Visiting Lecturer, Czech University of Life Sciences, Prague (www.czu.cz/en/). 

2009- 
Visiting Lecturer, University of Cordobá, Spain (www.uco.es) 
2009- 
Visiting Fellow, School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of Plymouth (www.plymouth.ac.uk/schools/sogees). 

2004-2009 
Director of Rural Futures Unit, School of Geography, University of Plymouth, UK.  (www.geog.plymouth.ac.uk/ruralfutures) 
2003–2004
Head, Rural Economy Group, School of Geography, University of Plymouth.
1993-2003
Head of Department, Land Use and Rural Management, Seale-Hayne Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Land Use, University of Plymouth.  Faculty Curriculum Design and Development Coordinator from 2000.

1988-1993
Principal Lecturer in Agricultural Business Management, Seale-Hayne.
1978-1991 
Course Tutor/Course Manager, Diploma in Farm Management (later MSc/Diploma in Advanced Agricultural Business Management), Seale-Hayne.

1978-1988
Senior Lecturer, Management Department, Seale-Hayne College, Devon, 
1974-1978
Lecturer, Grade II, Management/Marketing Department, Harper Adams Agricultural College, Shropshire, England.

1968-69
Shepherd and general farm worker, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Qualifications and Awards
2009
Presented with the 2010 National Farm Management Award for outstanding contribution to farm management in the UK.
2007
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA)

2000
Fellow, Institute of Agricultural Management (FIAgrM)

2000-2010 
Fellow, Royal Society of Arts  (FRSA)

1974
M.Sc. Agricultural Economics (Agricultural Policy), University of Reading.

1973
B.Sc. (Hons.) Agricultural Economics, Upper Second Class, University of Newcastle.

Areas of expertise

· Use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) by farms, rural businesses and communities.
· Farm and rural business management
· Rural economic and social development; rural employment and training;  
· Design and implementation of programmes of learning in further and higher education level; education for sustainable development.
· Design and management of short training courses and open learning materials; training of trainers.  
Current and recent professional activities
Research

Principal Investigator for New Sources of Employment to Promote the Wealth-Generating Capacity of Rural Communities (RuralJobs).  European Commission Framework 7 Small Collaborative Project with partners in Hungary, Spain, France, Romania, Bulgaria, Italy, LIthuania.  Started February 2008, completed October 2010.  UoP budget €217,000.  See www.region-limousin.fr/ruraljobs. 
Knowledge Transfer Partnership:  Enable Milk Link Ltd to enhance predictions of milk supply, improve planning and augment support to farmer members promoting membership benefits and developing innovative forecasting techniques. With Dr Sanzidur Rahman and Arhaud Haye (researcher). £115,000.  Completed August 2008.

Research project:  Quantitative assessment of the further market opportunity among Cornwall based farmers, to understand their awareness and business aspirations in regard to broadband technology, and overall to assess how ready, willing and able they are to take up broadband and make use of the ‘actnow’ service.  With the Socio-Economic Research and Intelligence Observatory, University of Plymouth, for Actnow.  Completed summer 2007 (see www.actnowcornwall.co.uk/FarmsResearchPressReleaseJuly2007.asp). 
Research project:  The role of the information intermediary in rural access to online services.  Pilot study funded by Seale-Hayne Educational Trust.  With Susie Bissell (researcher).  Completed 2007.
Research project:  Rural broadband: a study of implementation of broadband solutions for rural SME and micro-businesses.  2-year project funded by Broadband4Devon consortium.  With Dr Steve Childe (Exeter University) and Dr Tom Rogers (researcher).  Completed December 2006.
PhD Students, recent and current

Lambros Tsourgiannis: The marketing strategies of livestock enterprises in Objective One regions: a comparative study between Greece and United Kingdom. Defended successfully 2008.
Afraa Sallowm:  ICT in rural areas of the UK: towards e-governance and  rural development?  Defended successfully June 2009.
Saer Barhoum:  Risk and farmers’ decisions to farm organically or conventionally.  Defended successfully September 2010.
Related activities
Editor and launch manager, International Journal of Agricultural Management (www.ijagman.org) 
Chair, Board of Trustees, Beaford Arts (rural arts organisation), North Devon, UK (www.beaford-arts.org.uk)   
Association for European Life Sciences Universities (ICA):  Executive Committee (2006-8); Treasurer and Board Member from September 2008 to July 2010.

Journal of Farm Management: Editorial Board from 1987; Editor and Chair of Editorial Board, 1995-2003, 2007-present.

Institute of Agricultural Management (www.iagrm.org.uk): Council, 1994-2005, 2007-
European Federation for Information Technology in Agriculture, Food and the Environment (EFITA):  Board member, 2009-2013

Peninsula Partnership for the Rural Environment (www.ppre.ac.uk): Management Group, 2007 to 2009.

Conference Chair and organizer:  Rural Futures: Dreams, Dilemmas, Dangers: University of Plymouth (April 2008)
Conference Chair and organizer:  The Rural Citizen: Governance, Culture and Wellbeing in the 21st Century: Rural Futures Conference, University of Plymouth (April 2006)

Honorary Secretary, Seale-Hayne Educational Trust, 2006 to present.
Fellow, Centre for Sustainable Futures, University of Plymouth. 2005-7
Policy Steering Group, Devon Rural Network (www.drn.org.uk/), 2003 to present.
Transferable skills

· Research methodologies, especially qualitative;

· Project management and control;

· Public speaking and presentation;

· Participative training techniques;

· Writing of various types: academic, business, copy-writing;

· Fast touch-typing;

· Competence with IT, including  MS Office; MS Project; Filemaker Pro; Perseus (online surveys); SPSS; wikis (see http://stage3prague.pbwiki.com/, password: warren and http://erdt.plymouth.ac.uk/csfwiki); Finale and SmartScore music software.
Other interests

· Conducting and singing early choral music (see www.voceschoral.org)   

· Carpentry

· Watching films, especially European

· Reading fiction, history and biography

· Enjoying the company of my wife and adult offspring (and now grand-daughter)
Selected publications
Books

Warren, M. F. (2002). Farm Business Management. in Soffe, RJ. (ed.) (2002) The Agricultural Notebook, 20th Edition. Oxford, Blackwell Science:304-326. ISBN 0632058293 (also 18th and 19th editions) 

Warren, M. F. (1997) Financial Management for Farmers and Rural Managers  4th Edition.  Oxford, Blackwell Scientific.  304pp (first published 1983) ISBN 0632048719
Warren, M. F. (editor) (1993) Finance Matters for the Rural Business. Book 1: Keeping the Books; Book 2: Using your Accounts; Book 3: Managing your Cash; Book 4: Improving your Profits.  Stoneleigh, ATB, Spring 1993.

Atkinson, J.M., Hastings, M.R., Warren, M. F. (Series Editor) (1987).  



The Family Farm Series (4 books): Keeping the Books; Using your Accounts; Improving Farm Profits; Cash Flow Budgeting.  Agricultural Training Board/Seale-Hayne College/Open Tech. Unit.

Refereed journal articles

Tsourgiannis, L., Karasavvoglou, A., Eddison, J. and Warren, M.F. (2010). Profiles of dairy cow farmers' marketing strategies in the county of Cornwall in the UK. Intellectual Economics 2: 57-73.

Cotton, D.R.E., Bailey, I., Warren, M.F. and Bissell, S.  (2009)  Revolutions and Second-Best Solutions: Education for Sustainable Development in Higher Education.  Studies in Higher Education, 34, 7, 719-733.  ISSN: 0307-5079
Tsourgiannis, L; Eddison, JC; Warren, MF and Errington, JC (2008) Factors affecting the marketing channel choice of sheep and goat farmers in the region of east Macedonia in Greece regarding the distribution of their milk production.  Journal of Small Ruminant Research 79, 1, 87-97   ISSN: 0921-4488 

Turner, R and Warren, M.F.  (2008) Mentoring in Agriculture: An investigation into its occurrence and form Journal of Farm Management 13, 4, May 2008.  ISSN 0014-8059

Warren, M.F.   (2007) The digital vicious cycle:  links between social disadvantage and digital exclusion in rural areas.  Telecommunications Policy  31, (6-7), July-August 2007, pp 374-388. ISSN: 0308-5961

Cotton, D.R.E., Warren, M.F. , Maiboroda, O. , and Bailey, I. (2007) Sustainable Development, Higher Education and Pedagogy:  A study of lecturers’ beliefs and attitudes.  Environmental Education Research  13, 5, pp579-597  ISBN 1350-4622

Canavari, C; Farneti, A; Lucchi, M; Warren, M (2007) E-business readiness of wine producers in Romagna (Italy): the importance of area of origin effects.  Journal of Farm Management 12 (12) pp 731-747  ISSN 0014-8059

Warren, M.F. (2004) Farmers online: drivers and impediments in adoption of internet in UK agricultural businesses. Journal of Small Business Enterprise Development. 11, 3 

Whittaker, J, Warren, M.F., Turner, M and Hutchcroft, I (2004). Accountability and rural development partnerships:  a study of Objective 5b EAGGF funding in South West England. Journal of Rural Studies. 20 181-192

Warren, M. F. (2002). Digital divides and the adoption of information and communication technologies in the UK farm sector. International Journal of Technology and Management 1 (4):  385-405 

Warren, M. F. (1998) Practising what we preach: managing agricultural education in a changing world.   European  Journal of Agricultural Education and Extension 5 (1): 53-65 

Wallace, C.; Dunkerley, D.; Cheal, B.; and Warren, M.F. (1994)  Young people and the division of labour in farming families Sociological Review, Vol 42 No 3 August 1994:  501-530

Sealy, M., Warren, M.F. (1994) Financial Management Practices on Farms  Farm Management  Vol 8, No. 9 Spring 1994:  413-422

Gibbon, J and Warren, M.F. (1992) Barriers to adoption of on-farm computers in England  Farm Management  8,1: 37-46
Warren, M.F. (1990).  Attitudes to Change, Training and Advice.  Farm Management 7, 4:199-208
Other publications
Duan, M., Warren, M.F., Lang, Y., Lu, S. and Yang, L. (2009). An analysis of ICT development strategy framework in Chinese rural areas. Refereed conference paper: The Second IFIP International Conference on Computer and Computing Technologies in Agriculture (CCTA2008), October 18-20, 2008, Beijing, China. in Zhao, C. and Li, Computer and Computing Technologies in Agriculture II, Volume 3, Boston, Springer,  pp1835-1844

Fieldsend, A and Warren, MF (2009) Rural jobs:  developing policy and practice in Europe.  Keynote lecture, Agrarian Perspectives XVIII, Czech University of Life Sciences, Prague, September 15-16 2009
Warren. M.F. (2009) Business adoption of broadband internet in the South West of England.  Joint International Agricultural Conference, Wageningen, The Netherlands.  6-8 July 2009
Warren, M.F. (2008)  Music as metaphor:  a powerful tool in management development.  National Farm Management Conference, Oxford. November 2008
Warren, M.F. (2007)  Online surveys and qualitative analysis:  a contradiction in terms?  Methods 2007.  University of Plymouth, April 2007.
Warren, M.F., Childe, S and Rogers, T (2006)  Business Impacts of Broadband Adoption: A study of businesses in Devon.  December 2006.  University of Plymouth/Broadband4Devon.  132pp
Warren, M.F. (Editor); Courtney, P; Edwards, J;  Hopkins, A; Lobley, M; Morris, C; Slee, R.W.; Vaughan, R; Wilson, G (2006) Rural Research in the South West of England:  Economic Activity focus. Final Report.  University of Plymouth.

Warren, M.F.  (2005)  International Literature Review, in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) Awareness, Usage and Barriers: a study of Agri-Businesses in the City of Ottawa  Ottawa, COMPAS Inc. October 7, 2005

Skerratt, SJ and Warren, MF (2004)  Buckfastleigh Broadband Community Network: Final Report. BBCN Final Research Report: prepared for the Countryside Agency and the SW Regional Development Agency December 2004  58pp

Warren, M.F. and Skerratt, S.J (2004) ‘Virtual Villages’:  community networks for rural development?  Building & Bridging Community Networks: Knowledge, Innovation & Diversity through communication.  Brighton, UK.  31 March-2 April 2004
Skerratt, S.J. and Warren. M.F.  (2003) Rural communities & broadband: local appropriation of a global technology?  E-2003 eChallenges conference, Bologna, 22-24 October 2003.

Warren. M.F and Skerratt, S.J.  (2003) Visiting rural ‘virtual villages’ through online surveys and online ethnography Proceedings of the Fourth International Conference on Survey and Statistical Computing:  ‘The impact of technology on the survey process’. Association of Survey Computing.  University of Warwick, 17-19 Sep  2003  pp243-254   ISBN 0 9521682 9 4
Blackburn, SP, Skerratt, SJ, Warren, MF and Errington, AJ (2003) Rural communities and the voluntary sector: a review of literature. Plymouth. University of Plymouth, UK:  Report prepared for the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. April 2003. 75 pp

Warren, M.F.  (2000) E-farming or e-folly?  Adoption of internet technology by farmers in England University of Plymouth May 2000 77pp

Warren, M.F., Shepherd, R.A. and Murray, K (1999)  Strategic issues in the food and drink sector of the South West of England  University of Plymouth, June 1999, for a regional consortium of councils and agencies.

Warren, M.F.  (1999) Industrial Trends: Agriculture in Opportunities for Growth: an economic assessment of Devon and Cornwall, Prosper Group, Plymouth, pp 104-109

Warren, M.F., Turner, M.M., Errington, A.J., Mcinerney J.  (1999)  Agricultural Development and the Operation of EAGGF Structural Funds in South West England Universities of Plymouth and Exeter, Newton Abbot, Devon, UK.  116pp
Warren, M.F., Errington, A.J., Shepherd, R.A.  (1998) The future of Cornish agriculture, and the rôle of Cornwall County Council Food Technology Centre, University of Plymouth, for Cornwall County Council.

Warren, M.F.; Whitehead, I.R.G.; Felton, T.J.; Brunt, P.R. (1995) County Farms, Past, Present and Future  London, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.

Warren, M.F (1995) Agriculture and Horticulture in Devon and Cornwall,  in Training and Enterprise Council Opportunities for Growth:  an economic assessment of Devon and Cornwall 1995.   DCTEC, Plymouth.

Warren, M. F. (1994) Vymezení Kategorie Maly Podnik (‘Defining the small business”) in Hron, J (1994), Podnikání Malych Firem, Prague, Czech University of Agriculture in Prague/University of Plymouth:  7-14
Warren, M.F. (ed) (1993) Agricultural Adjustment in Devon and Cornwall:  its Strategic Implications for Employment and Training Policy   Cambridge, W.S. Atkins Agriculture

Warren, M.F. & Slee, R.W. (1983) unpublished.  The Potential for Integrated Rural Development  in the Less Favoured Areas of the South West:  The potential contributions to local needs from development of the secondary and tertiary sectors.   Commissioned by Dartington Amenity Research Trust.

Past professional activities

2006
Conference Chair and organizer:  The Rural Citizen:  governance, culture and wellbeing in the 21st century: University of Plymouth, April 2006.

2004-2007
Honorary Auditor, Interuniversity Confederation in Agriculture and related sciences (ICA)

2002 -
South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise

2001
Teignbridge Community Planning Forum

2001-2002
Teignbridge Rural Regeneration Partnership

2002

50th Anniversary Commemorative Medal of the Czech University of Agriculture, Prague, in recognition of academic collaboration since 1993.

2003 

Member of international programme committee, annual ‘Agrarian Perspectives’ conference, Czech University of Agriculture, Prague

2000-2002
South West Food and Drink Strategy Group, South West of England Regional Development Agency

2000-2002
Member, Small Business Service Gateway Partnership for Devon (HE representative)

2000

Chair of organizing committee, 5th European Conference on Higher Agricultural Education, September 2000, University of Plymouth, UK

1998-2000
Member, South Devon Area Board, Prosper Group (formerly Devon and Cornwall Training and Enterprise Council and Business Link).  

1998-2000
Member, Advisory Board for Taste of the West/Business Link Capital Grant Scheme for food and drink producers.

1997-1998
Member (non-voting) of Devon and Cornwall Training and Enterprise Council Southern Advisory Board (for Business Link South Devon)

1997-1998
Chair of South Devon Business Link Local Partnership Board, and non-executive Director of Business Link Devon and Cornwall Ltd.
1996
Course Director, first Seale-Hayne Worshipful Company of Farmers course, The Challenge of Rural Leadership.

1996
Chair of Board of Directors, South Devon and Dartmoor LEADER II project.

1994-2001 
Founder member of Local Development Group, South Devon and Dartmoor LEADER II.

1994-1998
Local Board member, South Devon Business Link.

1987- present
Founder and Director of ‘VOCES’ (choir specializing in Renaissance music)

1987-1997
Committee, Devon Farm Management Association.

1986-1988
Board of Governors, Knowles Hill Comprehensive School.

1985-1989
Selection interviewer, Voluntary Services Overseas.
1983 -
Tutor and designer of courses for farmers in financial management:  Agricultural Training Board and various other organisations.
1983-1987
Treasurer, John Loosemore Centre for Organ and Early Music.

1982-1985
Public relations officer, Torbay and Exeter British Institute of Management Branch.

1982-1984
Assistant National Examiner, City & Guilds Phase IV (Farm Business Management) courses.

1980-1985 
Regional Co-ordinator, City & Guilds Phase III (Enterprise Management) courses.
Past research projects and commissioned work

2004
Broadband4Devon research component:  Business Impacts of Broadband Adoption.
2004
Funding for Phase 3 of Buckfastleigh Broadband project.  Countryside Agency and South West of England Regional Development Agency.
2003
Funding for Phase 2 of Buckfastleigh Broadband project.  Countryside Agency.
2003
Review of ‘Rural Communities and the Voluntary Sector’.  DEFRA.
2000
Evaluation of Agriconnexions (Agrinet 2) ICT project.

1999
Agricultural Development in the South Hams. Funded by South Hams District Council.  With Errington, A.J.  and Murray, K

1999 
Strategic issues in the Food and Drink Sector of the South West of England.  Funded by various public sector organisations as contribution to strategy of South West Regional Development Agency.  With Shepherd, R.A. and Murray, K.  

1999
Agriculture in the South West.  Funded by the Joint University Sustainable Development Unit.  Led by Errington, A.J., with Murray, K.  

1999
 Agricultural Development and the Operation of EAGGF Structural Funds in South West England  with University of Exeter: funded by DGVI Technical Assistance, MAFF and various regional public sector organisations.  With Turner, M.M., Errington, A.J., McInerney J.
1997
Enhancing the effective utilisation of animal manures through compost technology.  As part of MAFF Open Contract:  project team led by Dr RJ Parkinson, AFS Department.  I was responsible for  financial evaluation, working through a research assistant.

1994
County Farms, Past, Present and Future.  Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.   With Whitehead, I.R.G.; Felton, T.J.; Brunt, P.R.  . 

1999
Evaluation of South West Agricultural and Rural Development project (SWARD). Evaluation of processes and outcomes of SWARD project, based on personal interviews and analysis of records.  In two phases, completion February and June 2000. (MAFF)

1999
Strategy for South West Food and Drink sector.   Development of strategic plan and action list for South West England Regional Development Agency.  With RA Shepherd.  

1998
The future of Cornish agriculture, and the rôle of Cornwall County Council.  Funded by Cornwall County Council.  With Errington, A.J., Shepherd, R.A.  
1997-9
Establishment of a staff development and appraisal system in the Czech University of Agriculture in Prague (CUAP) Two-year TEMPUS PHARE project led by myself, with Hogeschool Delft.  
1998
Establishment of quality assurance systems in the Czech University of Agriculture in Prague.  Participation as visiting lecturer in April 1998 for two weeks.  TEMPUS PHARE JEP programme.
1995
Economic Development Strategy for Teignbridge District Council.  With SP Blackburn. 
1993
Agricultural Adjustment in Devon and Cornwall:  its Strategic Implications for Employment and Training Policy   Cambridge, W.S. Atkins Agriculture.  Commissioned by Agricultural Training Board, Devon County Council, Cornwall County Council, Devon and Cornwall Training and Enterprise Council, National Farmers Union, Rural Development Commission.
1993
Collaboration with the Agricultural University of Prague:  research/extension project relating to production of handbook and training activities for the development of small rural businesses in the Czech Republic.

1983
The Potential for Integrated Rural Development  in the Less Favoured Areas of the South West:  The potential contributions to local needs from development of the secondary and tertiary sectors.   Commissioned by Dartington Amenity Research Trust.  With RW Slee.
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